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Sacro welcomes Scottish Government’s antisocial behaviour initiative.
This morning’s publication of the Scottish Government’s Joint Anti-social Behaviour Framework has been enthusiastically received by Sacro – Scotland’s leading community justice organisation.
As an early contributor to the strategy, Sacro welcomes the initiative’s focus on early intervention and particularly its recognition that preventative and not punitive measures are far more likely to succeed in reducing conflict and offending.

For many years, Sacro has maintained that addressing the causes of antisocial behaviour is a vital part of healing the problems which cause so much anguish and hardship within our communities. The government’s pledge to tackle drink, drugs and deprivation head-on steers the strategy in a very welcome direction.

In addition, the government’s willingness to work more closely with local communities and neighbourhoods places an important and welcome emphasis on placing communities at the heart of dealing with antisocial behaviour. There is a wealth of evidence to show that the problems of anti-social behaviour are more effectively dealt with when the communities directly affected are involved in coming up with solutions and initiatives.

------- ENDS -----

Sacro

Sacro is a national community justice voluntary organisation working across Scotland to make communities safer by reducing conflict and offending. Sacro operates in the community in partnership with others who share its values. It works with communities, those in conflict, victims and offenders. It does this in four key ways:

· by being a leading provider of direct, innovative services in community mediation (CM), including schools work, restorative justice (RJ) and criminal justice (CJ) 

· through consultancy and training services, which equip Sacro and other organisations to deliver best practice, to extend the impact of Sacro’s specialist expertise across Scotland

· through research which monitors and evaluates the effectiveness of Sacro’s services and keeps it abreast of research in the field, and 

· by seeking to influence policy and legislation, on the basis of research evidence, so that: the use of restorative justice and of constructive conflict resolution are extended; and the use of imprisonment is restricted to those who have committed serious crimes or are a danger to the public.
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